
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

OF SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NOS. 92-023-R and 94-045-R —ORDER NO. 2000-787

SEPTEMBER 27, 2000

Application of South Carolina
Electric & Gas Company for
Adjustments in the Company's
Coach Fares and Charges, Rates,
and Route Schedules

ORDER ON REMAND

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina (the

"Commission", "PSC") on the May 25, 2000 Order of the Honorable Alison Renee Lee

(hereinafter "Lee Order" ), reversing Commission Orders 96-639 and 96-771, remanding the

present action to the Commission, and directing the enforcement of the Order of the Honorable

Don S. Rushing, dated May 12, 1995 (hereinafter "Rushing Order" ). The purpose of this Order

is to strictly comply with the foregoing Orders of Judges Rushing and Lee. For a detailed

discussion of the procedural background in these dockets, please refer to the Lee and Rushing

Orders, As may be seen by our prior Orders in this case, we do not necessarily agree with the

reasoning espoused by Judges Lee and Rushing, but we are issuing this Order in compliance with

the directives contained in the Orders of those Judges.

The Lee Order provides at page 10 that:

"[T]his matter is remanded to the Public Service Commission to
follow the instructions provided below and provided in the Circuit
Court Order dated May 12, 1995 executed by the Honorable Don S,
Rushing.

The instructions are addressed herein in the sequence in the Rushing Order.
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It is uncontroverted before the Courts and this Commission that the Company operates its

transit system at a substantial financial loss. See Rushing Order page 8 ("It is undisputed that

SCE&G has never submitted an application to the Commission requesting a fully compensatory

rate of return on its transit operations only. ") There is likewise substantial evidence of record

that the route and rate changes proposed by the Company in its application, if implemented,

would still result in transit operating losses and therefore, pursuant to the Rushing and Lee

Orders, should be implemented.

The Rushing Order, at 18, provides:

"1„Commission Order Numbers 92-781, 92-928, 92-929, and 92-
990 are reversed, and the Commission is ordered to consider the fare
increases, as well as the route and scheduling changes in the

application SCE&G filed on March 12, 1992, based solely on the
Company's transit rate base without any reference to the Company's
electric or gas profits. "

The Lee Order provides at 10:

[The Commission must] [c]onsider the Company's various proposed
fare increases, route changes, and elimination of the low income fare
based solely on the Company's transit operations without reference to
the Company's electric and gas profits;

Based solely on the Company's transit rate base without reference to the Company's

electric or gas profits, the Company is hereby authorized to implement the fare, route, and

scheduling changes attached hereto and made a part hereof as Attachment 1, except as delineated

below. We hereby delete those portions pertaining to the City of Charleston . See Lee Order at

2, fn 1. Further, we do not intend by the publication of this Order to eliminate the route changes

placed into effect pursuant to Order No. 94-175. That Order promulgated certain route changes

which originated from proposals made by a consultant for ATE Management and Service

Company, Inc. These route changes were consented to by the parties to this case. These changes

DOCKET NOS.92-023-R& 94-045-R- ORDERNO. 2000-787
SEPTEMBER27,2000
PAGE2

It is uncontrovertedbeforetheCourtsandthis Commissionthatthe Companyoperatesits
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and Order No. 94-17.5 shall remain in full force and effect, as well as the route change approved

in Order No. 2000-0071, and any other individual route changes that we approved subsequent to

the issuance of Order No. 94-175.

II. The Rushing Order further provides at 18:

"2. Commission Order Numbers 93-496, 93-599, 93-806, and 93-
904 are reversed. The Commission has no jurisdiction over the
Company's DART service area, which is a matter of federal
jurisdiction. "

Based on this directive, the Commission finds and concludes that the Company is free to

establish service area(s) for DART without approval from the Commission and the foregoing

Orders, as well as any others issued by the Commission, related to the regulation of DART

service are hereby vacated.

III. The Rushing Order, at 18, provides:

"3. Commission Order Nos 93-1148, 94-120, and 94-519 are
reversed as they pertain to SCE&G's request for a declaratory order,
and the Commission is ordered to issue the required declaratory
order. "

The Lee Order provides at 10:

"3. [The Commission must] [i]ssue SCE&G requested declaratory
order denied in Commission Order Nos. 93-1148, 94-120 and 94-519."

SCE&G's Petition for Declaratory Order, filed September 21, 1993 requested the

following declarations. '

"The Due Process and Taking Clauses of the United States and South
Carolina Constitutions, along with sound regulatory practice, require
that SCE&G's transit fares be set at a level providing a reasonable and
nonconfiscatory rate of return on its transit operations standing alone. "

' The Lee Order, at 10, provides that the Commission must follow the temaining decrees set forth in the Rushing
Order ($ 4)
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Based on the mandate of paragraph 3 at 18 of the Rushing Order (and paragraph 3 at 10

of the Lee Order), as modified by paragraph 5 at 19 of the Rushing Order, (providing that a

regulated utility may voluntarily sustain a loss) the following declaration is ordered:

"The Due Process and Taking Clauses of the United States and South
Carolina Constitutions, along with sound regulatory practice, require
that SCE&G's transit fares be set at a level providing a reasonable and
nonconfiscatory rate of return on its transit operations standing alone.
SCE&G is entitled to earn a compensatory rate of return on its transit
operations standing alone and the Commission lacks authority to
increase SCE&G's transit losses above the level the Company is
voluntarily willing to sustain. "

IV. The Rushing Order states at 18:

"4. Commission Order Numbers 94-521 and 94-596 are reversed,
and the Commission is ordered to consider SCE&G's request to
terminate the low income rider fare based solely on the Company's
transit rate base without reference to the Company's electric and gas
profits. "

The Lee Order provides in paragraph 1 at 10:

IThe Commission must] Ir]eview SCE&G's original application and
request to terminate the low income rider fare based solely on the
transit rate base without any consideration of the Company's gas or
electric profits;

Pursuant to these mandates, and in light of the fact that the evidence of record reflects

that the elimination of the low income fare, provided in conjunction with the other relief sought

herein, does not raise the Company's level of income to the extent required to overcome the

Company's transit operating losses, the Company is hereby authorized and permitted to

terminate the low income rider fare

V. The Court sustained the Commission's increase in the transit fare to 75) per ride.

The Commission hereby reiterates that finding and conclusion. We believe that the 754 per ride

fare is very comparable to the fares charged in other areas at the time that our original rate order
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was issued. See Attachment 2, an exhibit from Company witness Johnny Kinloch presented

during the initial hearing.

This Order shall remain in full force and effect until further Order of the Commission.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

Chairman

ATTEST:

Executive ector

(SEAL)
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A SCCA Compaq'

SOUTH CAROLINA EI ECTRIC 8 GAS CG.

LOCAL PASSENGER FARES

also

OPERATING ALITHORITY, SCOPE OF OPERATIONS AND
TERMS AND CONDiTIONS

APPLYING TO

PASSENGER SERVICE FOR TRANSPORTATION IN
AND AROUND THE CiTIES OF COLUMBIA

AND CHARLESTON

SOU I I-I CAROLINA

SOUTH CAROLINA INTRASTATE TARIFF

for operating authority see item 1

issued under authority of the South Carolina Public
Service Commission in Docket No. 94-Q45-R By

Order No.

Effective on and after

ISSUFD BY

J. KINLOCH, VICE PRESIDENT

141 Meeting Street
Charleston, S..C, 29401

Communications regarding provisians published herein shauld be addressed to
the Transit Deoartment of South Carolina Electric & Gas Company
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Communications regarding provisions published herein should be addressed to
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Code, 1976, SS 58-27-120.

ITEiM 2

Passenge s wil' be t ansported bv the Company only upon payment of the
exact faze, presentation of a valid trans er, present tion of a val'd
discount card oz presentation of a ticket provided by certain Soc:al
Service Agencies. No cash will be given to any passenger. Passenge
not having the exact fa e or valid pass may reauest fzom the coach
ope atoz a receipt in lieu of cash change for amounts of change of 10m
oz more, which receipt shaLL be redeemable in c sh w' thin 60 days
thezeaf e upon presentation at tne office of the Companv ln person
du 'ng norma' bus'ness houzs. Passengers with maze than the exact faz
wno elect not to rece' ve a rece'pt, may ride bu w..' ll not receive
change.

ITEN 3

Passence s aze zec. 'zed to have tne exac" fare in cash, d'scoun caz o
ticket. Discoun ca ds may be purchased at des ™nated Metzopoli- n
C"Lumbia and Char'es or. business of" ces 'uz'ng normal bus'ness hours.

ITEM 4

Trans ers w'll be honored only at
coach routes involved.

the first connecting poinz, of the

Z TEIL 5

All routes and time schedules may be ad justed in accordance with
passengez demand and economies with approval using cuzzent Comm' ss" on
procedures.

ZTE~ 6

Special fa es for irregular or spec'fic event type serv'ce w'1 be
establ shed by the Company in accordance with passenge
econom'es.
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ITEM !

SCE&G is required by City ordinance to provide a transit _=_¢_=, "_- •

the Cit? of Charleston through the year 1992, unless extended, and is

recuired to provide transit service within the City cf Columbia Pursuant
to S. C. Code, i97_, SS 58-27-120.

ITEM 2

Passengers will be transported by the Company only upon payment of the

exact fare, presentation of a valid transfer, presentation of a valid

discount card or presentation of a ticket provided by certain Social

Service Agencies. No cash will be given to any passenger. Passengers

not having the exact fare or valid pass may request from the coach

operator a receipt in lieu of cash change for amounts of change of !0c

or more, which receipt shall be redeemable in cash within 50 days
thereafter upon presentation at the office of the Company in person

during nor_a! business hours. Passengers with more than the'exac_fare,

who elect not to receive a receipt may ride but will not receive
change. - ' -

ITEM 3

Passengers are required to have the exact fare in cash, discount card or

ticket. Discount cards may be purchased at desicnated MetroDoiizan
Columbia and Charleston business offices _ -

-u__ng normal business hours.

ITEM 4

Transfers will be honored only at the first cennect{ng point of the
coach routes involved.

ITEM 5

All routes and time schedules may be adjusted in accordance {-"- w__
passenger demand and economies with approval using current Commission
procedures. -- -

ITEM 6

Special fares for irregular or specific event ty_e service will be

established by the Company in accordance with passenger demand and
economies.
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ident'fica-ion of age upon boa=ding bus. The handicapaed fa~e
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ce~ i icatior. and handicaaaed identificat'on. cards a.-e available at the
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Passenae s a=e subject to the Public T-ansco~ at'on Passencez R' bahts Ac"
of the Code of Laws of South Ca=olina, A =ic'e 17 in Chaste 22 of 'title
SB.

I~M 9
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6. 0Q
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The elderly fare is available to elderly individuals 67 years of age c-

older. Elderly individuals must present MediCare cards or Other

identification of age upon boarding bus. The handicapped fare is

available to individuals who present the SCE&G handicapped
identification card upon board!no the bus. Applications for

certification and handicaooed identi{ication cards are available at the

Company's Columbia and Char!eston transi_ offices during normal busines_hours. =

ITEM 8

Passengers are subject to the Public Transportation Passenger RichEs Act

of the Code of Laws of South Carolina Article 17 in Chapter 23 of TiZ!_58. ' - =

ITEM 9

Children _ " - ix ,
u_,_e_ s years of ace ride free with fare paying passenger.

ITEM !0

Cash Fare (one way ride)

Transfer

iTEM i!

Elderly and handicapped fare (one way ride)

Transfer

(Between 9:00 _M - 3:30 PM and after 6:00 PM)

ITEM 12

Discount Fares:

i0 Ride Card

40 Ride Card

No Charge

$ .25

No Charge
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!l:35pm
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!i:30pm
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!!:05pm

!O:OOpm

!!:55pm

!2:00am

7:30am
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!!:34pm
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7:25pm

!l:40pm

7:25pm

5:08pm
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Kilbourne Rc. /: . ackson Blvc
'Zrenholm R"'. /:ores - Dr' ve
Club Rd . /Mont' oe ' o Rd. .
Gakl and/ " a ' - ' el&
Greys-one Blue. /=-25
Craven S" . /";arro~ Rc .
Ro s ego oc Dr ' ve/Ga=n e=s =errv Rd.
T~o Notch R"'. /Be . =.' ' ne Blvc,
C ve Sw ~ i a ow Rc
Nor-:h renhclm/:-cres Dr~ ve
Nor=h Trenhc mi = o= s= =' ve
eca--r S".. /":' at= Svrincs Rc.

Shop R '. /Geor e Rocers B.' vc.

2 ' e . 'oont

Remcu. i R.

net Te ac

e o: Palms

Spewing
Mp~ -,/ LAVt

ng St. /L'ne S"
Sea is1.and Shot&pi .c
Reyr. olcs Ave. /R' ver
Mixon Ave. /Montaq- e

Center
Ave.
Ave.

"o ~v c ~ 2 ~. J Jiavti

SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTRIC & GAS COM2_ANY.

COACH OPERATIONS

ZONX ROUTES

EX_[IB IT .-

Ashley

Liberty Holm,

Nor<h

_r/Way!yn

COL[/MBiA

Fort Jackson !

Fort Jackson i!

Denny Heichts

Fa:-_;.... old Road

St. Andrews

State Park

Venerans Road

Dentsvi!!e

Greenview

North Trenhoim Road

Woodfield Park

Air, or:

Easzwav Pack

Pierpont

isle of Palms

Remount Rc

R Terra

/Lockwood Blvd.

Navy Yard Gate/Reynolds Ave.

;s Ave.

Cosgrove Ave./Azalea Ave.

Ki!bourne Rd./Ft. Jackson Blvd.

Trenholm Rd./ForesZ Drive

Club Rd./Mon¢iceLlo Rd.

Oakland/Fairfield Rd.

Greyszone Blvd./I-25

Craven St./Farrow- Rd.

Rosewood DriveGarners Fer_-qz Rd.
9wo Nonch Rd./Be!.=llne Blvd.

Cr'aven St./Farrow Rd.

Nor-h Trenholm/Forest _-_,,_

Nor:h Trenho!m/Fores- Drive

Deca_u r St./Plat: Springs Rd.

Shop Rd./Georqe Rogers Blvd.

Hk 6!
g St./Line Sn.

Sea island Shopping Ce::ter
Reynolds Ave./River Ave.

Mixon Ave./Montaque Ave.



Zxhibi ~ D

Dage 4 of 4

COL~2:A OP:. RA~" ONS — Con ' nued.

Weekdays De' e-'e Ser- ' ce

Co' ege P' ace
R.' doewood
C. m .ornance.=or= Jackson

S"a=e Park
CaycehWes~ Columbia
Olympia Avenue
Trenholm Road
VA Hospi"al
Me'rose He ght. s
Lake Shor Dr've

10:08pm TO
9:53pm TO
9:10pm TO
10:00am TO
7:00pm TO
10:30pm TO
9:00pm TO,
9:08pm TO
5:50pm TQ
9:26pm TO
8:55pm TO
3:2.5pm TO

11:33pm
12:00am
ll:45pm
2:45pm
11:40pm
11:30pm
12:00am
11:05pm
8:05pm
1':34pm
10:00pm
4:15pm

YDJOR ~QL DAYS: New Years Dav, Su' v 4 h, Labor Dav, T+ankscivinc
Dav and Ch =s xmas Day

NO SZRV:C:-

b.?

COLUM.HIA O_-RA__ONS - Continued

Weekdays Delete Servic_

College Place

Ridgewood

Camp Fornance

_Y Forn Jackson i

State Park

Cayce\West Columbia

Olympia Avenue

Trenholm Road

VA Hospital

Melrose Heights

Lake Shore Drive

!0:08pm TO !l:33pm

9:53pm TO !2:00am

9:!0pm TO ll:45pm

!0:00am TO 2:45Dm

7:00pm TO il:40pm

!0:30pm TO ll:30pm

9:00pm TO i2:00am

9:08pm TO ll:05pm

5:50pm TO S:05pm

9:26pm TO l!:34pm

8:55pm TO !0:00pm

3:25pm TO 4:lSpm

Page 4 of 4

MAJOR HOLZDAYS: New Years Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thankscivinu
Day and Christmas Day

NO SERVICE



ATTACHMENT g2

Exhibit No. (JK-3)

NEIGHBORING TRANSIT SYSTEMS' PARE AND SERVICE COMPARISON

NAME OP CITY

Anderson, S. C.

PARE

$1.00

TRANSFER
CHARGE HOURS OP OPERATION

Monday —Friday Service from 6:30
AM — 5:30 PM; No service on
Saturdays, Sundays and Major
Holidays

Atlanta, Ga. $1.00 Monday —Sunday Service from 5:00
AN —1:00 AM (20 hours per day)
365 days per year

Augusta, Ga. $ .75 $ .35 Monday —Friday Service from 5:30
AM —11:30PM; Saturday 6:30AM—
10:00 PM; No service on Sundays
and Major Holidays

Charlotte, N. C. $ .80 Monday — Saturday Service from
5:30 AM — 11:30 PM; Sunday
Service from 6:30 AM -11:30PM;
Limited service on Major Holidays

Durham, N. C. $ .50 .10 Monday — Saturday Service from
5:30 AN —11:55 PM; No Service
on Sundays and Major Holidays

Greenville, S. C. $ .85 $ .50 Monday — Saturday Service from
6:00 AM — 8:00 PM. No Service
on Sundays and Major Holidays

Spartanburg, S. C. $ .75 Monday —Friday Service from 6:00
AM — 5:30 PM; Saturday Service
from 9:00 AN -6:00 PN; No Service
on Sundays and Major Holidays.

Winston-Salem, N. C. $ .60 Monday —Friday Service from 5:15
AM — 7:30 PM; Saturday Service
from 6:40 AN -Midnight; No
Service on Sundays and Major
Holidays.

Savannah, Ga. $ .75 $ .05 Monday — Saturday Service from
5:30 AM — 11:00 PN; Sunday
Service from 7:30 AM -7:30 PN;
No service on Major Holidays.

ATTACHMENT #2

Exhibit No. (JK-3)

NEIGHBORING TRANSIT SYSTEMS' FARE AND SERVICE COMPARISON

LETTER

NUMBER

A

NAME OF CITY FARE

Anderson, S.C. $i.00

TRANSFER

CHARGE HOURS OF OPERATION

Monday - Friday Service from6:30

AM - 5:30 PM; No service on

Saturdays, Sundays and Major
Holidays

B

C

Atlanta, Ga. $I.00

Augusta, Ga. $ .75 $ .35

Monday - Sunday Service from5:00

AM- i:00 AM (20 hours per day)

365 days per year

Monday - Friday Service from5:30

AM- 11:30 PM; Saturday 6:30AM-

10:00 PM; No service on Sundays

and Major Holidays

D Charlotte, N.C. $ .80 Monday - Saturday Service from

5:30 AM - 11:30 PM; Sunday
Service from 6:30 AM -ii:30 PM;

Limited service on Major Holidays

E Durham, N. C. $ .50 $ .i0 Monday - Saturday Service from

5:30 AM - 11:55 PM; No Service

on Sundays and Major Holidays

Greenville, So C. $ .85 $ .50 Monday - Saturday Service from
6:00 AM - 8:00 PM; No Service

on Sundays and Major Holidays

Spartanburg, S.C. $ .75 $ .15 Monday - Friday Service from6:00

AM - 5:30 PM; Saturday Service
from 9:00AM-6:00 PM; No Service

on Sundays and Major Holidays.

H Winston-Salem, N.C. $ .60 $ .I0 Monday - Friday Service frcm5:15

AM - 7:30 PM; Saturday Service

from 6:40 AM -Midnight; No

Service on Sundays and Major

Holidays.

Savannah, Ga. $ .75 $ .O5 Monday - Saturday Service from

5:30 AM - ii:00 PM; Sunday

Service from 7:30 AM -7:30 PM;

No service on Major Holidays.


